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Are “Chain Migration” and Family-Based Immigration the Same Thing?

Yes. You may have heard some individuals and certain news outlets use the term “chain migration.” This 
is a negative term that is used to refer to family-based immigration and family reunification. “Chain migra-
tion” often does not accurately describe how family immigration works in the U.S.We ask you not to use 
the phrase “chain migration” instead use “family immigration” and “family reunification.”

Why is Family-Based Immigration Important to the Church?

Family-based immigration is vital to ensuring that families are able to reunify. And, as Pope Francis has 
stated, the family “is the foundation of co-existence and a remedy against social fragmentation.” This in-
cludes not just nuclear families but families of all sizes. Families are an essential element of our communi-
ties, parishes, and nation; they are what holds America together. Upholding and protecting the family unit, 
regardless of its national origins and its size, is vital to our faith and to our country.  

What is the Reality of Family-Based Immigration?

Family-based immigration is the cornerstone of the U.S. immigration system. Existing law allows U.S. cit-
izens and lawful permanent residents (LPRs) to sponsor qualifying family members for immigration visas. 
In 2017, the government approved 542,370 individuals for family-based visas. 

While immediate relatives of U.S. citizens are not subject to visa “caps”, or limits, other close family mem-
bers of U.S. citizens and LPRs are placed into “preference categories” and must wait for a visa to become 
available. Due to numerical and country-based visa caps, it often takes years – or even decades – for these 
family members to be reunited through the family‐based immigration system. Extended family members, 
such as cousins, aunts and uncles, and grandparents are not eligible for visas under this system. 

 Would the Various Dreamer-Fix Proposals Negatively Impact Family-Based Immigration?

Yes. Unfortunately, several of the DreamerACA-fix proposals include provisions which attack the family 
immigration system. Such proposals fail to recognize the sanctity of the whole family and instead focus on 
a narrow idea of nuclear family  (spouses + minor children). In addition to being included in the Adminis-
tration’s Framework on Immigration Reform & Border Security, such deeply troubling provisions are in-
cluded in the following legislative proposals: (1) H.R. 4760, introduced by Representative Goodlatte; (2) S. 
2192 introduced by Senator Grassley; and (3) the “Immigration Reform Act of 2018. To learn more please 
view our Dreamer deal comparison chart here.

Certain Proposals Claim That They Are Promoting Immigration of the Nuclear Family. Is That True?

No. The Administration’s Framework on Immigration Reform & Border Security protects a very narrow 
definition of nuclear family- spouse and minor children. This would for example, leave out a 19 year child 
of a sponsoring parent and effectively separate the family unit.

How Can I Help Protect Family-Based Immigration?

As Catholics, we must stand strong to defend family unity. Please urge your lawmakers to pass just and hu-
mane legislation to protect Dreamers and reject proposals that would undermine our existing family-based 
immigration system. You can do this by: 

(1) Participating in the JFI Action Alert at: https://justiceforimmigrants.org/category/action-alerts/

(2) Participating in the JFI Postcard Campaign. 

(3) Scheduling a Meeting with Your Lawmakers. For help setting up a meeting, please contact jfi@
usccb.org.

What You Need to Know About Family- 
Based Immigration
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Participate in and distribute the Justice for Immigrants action alert. Ask your friends, 
neighbors, fellow parishioners, and others to share it!

Learn more about the issue at JFI’s Dreamer and DACA resource page: In particular, 
check out the DREAMER Deal Legislation Chart to educate yourself.

Share the below items on social media and show  your support for Dreamers:

Sample Tweets:

Did you know that more than 2/3 of those who have DACA Status are 25 or younger 
and most are women? #DREAMAct #FamilyValues

“As one human family, we are all migrants, journeying in hope” - Pope Francis 
#FamilyValues

Family-immigration is the backbone of our immigration system and is a vital part of 
our nation and our Church. #FamilyValues

We must keep families together who have made the US a great country. We need a 
permanent fix for our #Dreamers, but not at the expense of families. #FamilyValues

Sample Memes

Please tag us in your Facebook and Twitter pages 

 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JusticeForImmigrants/  
Twitter: @USCCBJFI

Participate in the USCCB JFI Postcard Campaign. 

Send us your family immigration story for inclusion into the Faces of Migration. 
Send us your stories at  jfi@usccb.org 

What you can do to help Dreamers Now

2

https://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/2016site/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2018-Postcard-for-Jan-toolkit2.pdf


Sample Letter from Catholic Leaders

Insert your parish, order or diocesan logo here

Dear XXX: 

 
As Catholics, we believe in protecting the dignity of every human being, particularly that of 
children. We ask you to work with your colleagues to find and support a bipartisan solution for 
Dreamers that includes a path to citizenship. The approximately 1.8 million Dreamers living in 
our country were brought to the United States as young children or teenagers and know America 
as their only homeland. Many of them have and continue to receive Catholic sacraments in our 
parishes, attend our neighborhood schools, serve honorably in our military, and add their many 
talents and contributions to American society.  These young people truly deserve the chance to 
gain U.S. citizenship. 

 
As you work towards this goal, it is vital to remember that families are the cornerstone of our 
country’s immigration system and of our Church. As Pope Francis states, “the family is the 
foundation of co-existence and a remedy against social fragmentation.” We steadfastly know that 
families are an essential element of our communities, parishes, and nation; they are what holds 
America together. Upholding and protecting the family unit, regardless of its national origin or 
its size, is vital to our faith and to our country. As such, I urge you to reject any proposals that 
threaten family-based immigration or seek to undermine protections for unaccompanied children. 
Please do not sacrifice immigrant families. 

 
A solution for Dreamers is long overdue. I respectfully ask you to help ensure that a fair, just, 
and humane solution is found before February 8th.

 
Thank you for your work as my Senator/Representative,
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Dear Representative: 
I agree with the U.S. Catholic bishops that Congress must pass bipartisan legislation that 
would provide urgently needed relief for Dreamers. As negotiations towards such a 
solution continue, we request that you work towards a narrow solution that has the 
following elements: 
• Provides a Path to Citizenship. Dreamers know America as their only home and should 

not be denied the opportunity to obtain U.S. citizenship and participate fully in civic life; 
• Recognizes the Sanctity of Families. Family immigration is the foundation of our 

country and of our Church, and we ask you to reject legislation that threatens family-
based immigration; and 

• Maintain Protections for Unaccompanied Children and Asylum Seekers. A solution for 
Dreamers cannot be at the expense of other immigrant children and those fleeing 
persecution. 

As you work to find a solution we urge you to not sacrifice families and family unity. We 
trust in Congress to find a prompt, humane, and durable solution for these extraordinary 
youth.   
 

Sincerely,   __________________________      _____________________________ 
            (Name)    (Zip code) 

 

 

      

  
Dear Senator: 
I agree with the U.S. Catholic bishops that Congress must pass bipartisan legislation that 
would provide urgently needed relief for Dreamers. As negotiations towards such a solution 
continue, we request that you work towards a narrow solution that has the following 
elements: 
• Provides a Path to Citizenship. Dreamers know America as their only home and should 

not be denied the opportunity to obtain U.S. citizenship and participate fully in civic life; 
• Recognizes the Sanctity of Families. Family immigration is the foundation of our country 

and of our Church, and we ask you to reject legislation that threatens family-based 
immigration; and 

• Maintain Protections for Unaccompanied Children and Asylum Seekers. A solution for 
Dreamers cannot be at the expense of other immigrant children and those fleeing 
persecution. 

As you work to find a solution we urge you to not sacrifice families and family unity. We trust 
in Congress to find a prompt, humane, and durable solution for these extraordinary youth.   
 

Sincerely,   __________________________      _____________________________ 
            (Name)    (Zip code) 
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Dreamers need our protection now more than ever. 

Vote now to ensure that they can continue to achieve, contribute 
and reach their God-given potential!  

 
 Honorable _________________________ 
 
 
 United States Senate 
 
 
 Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dreamers need our protection now more than ever. 

Vote now to ensure that they can continue to achieve, contribute 
and reach their God-given potential!  

 

 

 _________________________   
 
 Honorable _______________________ 
 
 
 United States House of Representatives 
 
 
 Washington, DC 20515 
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Good and gracious God,
We pray for all people who are migrating
particularly those who are forced from their homes
or separated from their families
because of threats of violence and persecution.
We ask that you protect and keep them safe.

Although we come from different countries,
and have our origins in different cultures,
we were all created by you, and are made in your image,
and therefore we all share an inalienable dignity
that is deserving of respect.

Lord, we ask that you give us the strength
to defend those who are marginalized,
to give aid to those in need,
to come to the defense of those
who are poor or vulnerable,
and to welcome those who are on the move
into our homes and into our hearts.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.

Amen

Dios bueno y clemente,
Oramos por todas las personas que
inmigran,
especialmente, por aquellas que son
forzadas a dejar sus hogares o
a separarse de sus familias debido a
amenazas de violencia y persecución.
Te pedimos que las protejas y las pongas
a salvo.

Aunque vengamos de distintos países,
y nuestro origen se encuentre en
diferentes culturas,
todos hemos sido creados por ti y hemos
sido hechos a tu imagen y semejanza,
por lo tanto, todos compartimos una
dignidad inalienable que merece respeto.

Señor, te rogamos que nos des las fuerzas
para defender a los marginados
para ayudar a los necesitados,
para salir en defensa de los más pobres y
vulnerables,
y para acoger a aquellos que llegarán a
nuestros hogares y a nuestro corazón.

Por nuestro Señor Jesucristo, tu Hijo,
que vive y reina contigo,
en la unidad del Espíritu Santo, un Dios,
por los siglos de los siglos.

Amen

A Prayer for Migrants
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